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mast my skirts be in order that
I may feel comfortably in style?
this is the question in every woman's
mind, whether she voices it or not,
for every woman knows instinctively
that the skirt length ia a matter of
extreme importance in the attainmentof a smart appearance.
The question is not so ntoch what

is the fashionably correct length of
skirt as it is what is the smartly
correct length of skirt for the individualwoman. Fashion can no longer
successfully demand an arbitrary
length of skirt and enjoy a general
acceptance of the mode. The compulsoryattitude fashion formerly
maintained no longer exists, so the
result is that the correct flkirt length
is practically a sliding scale of severallengths, depending upon variousneeds of figure requirements,
personal opinion, the age and social
position of the wearer, the design of
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the dress and the occasion for which
it ia intended. /

Thepresent trend in skirt lengths
can be divided into three classes,
three lengths', aa pictured here today
.the conservatively smart length,
the fashionably correct length and
the ultra or extreme length.
The three lengtha are shown, respectively,in the green taffeta dress

With filet apron tank, the coat or
redingote dress of ecru Canton crepe
and fish-net filet and the semitailored
bead-trimmed dress df navy tricotineand black satin.

Is any other argument necessary
to convince than that of concrete evidence,and have we not this evidence
in the illustrations of dresses of the
moment ?
The present acceptance of fashion

by the woman who aims to be ultra
smart is largely conditional. Her
skirts are of varying lengths to suit
the occasion.aa, for instance, her
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trset and dance dresses may be considerablyshorter than her dinner
and formal evening gowns.
Of one thine yoa may be sure.

that the really clever, intelligent
woman of faahion wears at all times
a length of skirt that .is truly becoming,conforming to fashion, yes,
but never to the extent that this'
length of skirt may mar pr destroy
entirely the smart and pleasing sj>r
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,Here We have the ultra or
nomsnt.a dress ,im» .

foundation skirt of black satin
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moral effect of the (bolt skirt, t!
* »»** * figure aa# the extra*
**nt uae of cosmetlca,' sad well tlx
may be, bat it teems to me they a;
proach theae evila from the wroc
standpoint
'The girla and women who reao

to the extreme in faahion are not I
be inflaenced by any moral <k<1im«h>
Moat of them haven't brain* or heal
enough to understand any argumei
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xtreme skirt length of the
onaervatlve in line, but far
* and anything but ceneervaleavllybeaded In red over a
la the material combination
'ad

* *
*

* t

gainst the extreme in faahion along
taae linea. The welfare of present
wnaaity aad the responsibility of
tting a good example far the sake
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The conservatively smart
taffeta with the new apr<effective but simple hat is

of posterity does not interest them:
their thought is entirely of the presentAnd of self.
The subject of too short skirts

should be approached from the standpointof beauty, and then it is probableyou will see fewer of these
skirts worn, except by those who
. eally have lees and ankles worth
sbowin(, aad it is indeed a small
mind that can see nothing but evil
in ft thing of beauty, era if it is only
the tower extremities of a human
being- %

If knock-kneed, bow-legged, skinny
and piano-togged females could be
cooTinced that these defects are uabeautifofcand should be concealed
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Iskirt length it expressed in this charBn tunic effect and the bodice devel
of tan straw braid with glycerine oi

green georgette for trimming

and that no woman can be trulyI smart and fashionable with suchI ugliness exposed, we would no
* longer be distressed by the exItremely short shift length. But, yon
ask, how can you make a woman
understand this?

Don't try to make a woman admitI anything; but teach bar by suggeaItion and comparison to recogniseI beauty and uglineas, how to onhanraI the one and conceal the other, andH nine caaea oat of tea she'll sot b»I long in making soma radical changesI in her appearance.
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ming afternoon frock of freea
>ped in ten filet lie*. The
trich feather* and grapee of

*re acquiring this steadily. thoagfc
slowly. Glance backward am the
fashion of the last fifty yean. Yea
need go no further to nieel the
fact that wo have Made some wonderfulstrides in the betterment of
woman's dress; that fashion is graduallybecoming lees extreme, lane
undesirable.
Comfort and practicability an

comparatively new develepineata.
Theee are big factor* in the abort
akirt fashion, and hirtii^ of *.rtiin
will tell you that to their time the
trailing skirts, both the heaped and
bustle (Qodea, were as Utterly censored.if not mora ao, that the sheet
akirt of today.


